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Dear Dave, 



5 /-l/f,? 



Before A left for a week I wos very far 'cabin! schedule on my work. &ow 
I as even further behind. Long ego I learned that if I ess to £o what 1 intend, I 
must limit myself to what serves a constructive purpose. Getting into wrangles 
does not, end I avoid them. Had I intended itching complaints, pe rhope I would 
have written you about some of your own writing. Had I any concern about Liebeler 
I’d not hove spoken to you as openly as I uid last -camber. 



Tour long letter awaited me on my return, part of s six-inch stack of mail. 
>shen I saw this accumulation I was reminded of Liebeler*© phrase when, he really 
mode no efvort to learn how a chong: of ad Ire as in Oswald’s none was med led to the 
right postal substation when Oswald could not have done add that to the 

stack 1 * . I work ay way dovm through my stack. I do not abandon it like Liebeler did. 
However, because 1 anticipated the contents of your letter, 1 opened it im-ediately 
and reed the first page. I understand what you are saying. I will read sll of it es 
-eon as I cen. If it requires further co-assent I will make it. 



those things of which you say you were accused are the things of vfc ieh 
you were accused. 1 welcome your denial. However, it is some time since these 
accusations reached me. *ou are swore thr.t I do 3 not cortplsin to you. ,lfi y only 
concern in the matter is with your integrity, for I could not cere less than I do 
about what Liebeler thinks of ae and my work and 1 em unvemied about any errors 
in it that a r© mine. I srn aware jjf c-.rtein possibilities of coaspleinfc by hi® end- 
I anxiously look forward to his articulating them. A a fact, i hsve made every 
effort 1 honestly could to induce hia to, as believe yen are aware, without 
singling him out. 1 prefer tc address Lie baler in terms of Ms work end his record. 

A have not even dunned him for the £5.05 he owes me for ten months. He is unique 
among those very many people who h- ; va askni us to send him a copy of *> book on his 
word that he’d psy in not hexing ©id, as he is unique among the former staff 
members in having asked for a freebee. I went ell the way out to California lest 
December, at « time when I should have been promoting ansi distributing 'Ihitewssh II, 
then just off the press, because he bed agreed to debate me on the Lomax show. 

That month I also expected to find him opposite me in three other studios, in Hew 
fork, Chicago end kssxxx-lxkisbrrHis Sen i ’ ranoisco, and 1 did not. Imagine the 
ignominy of hisx saying that on a ■ undey, when it is closed, he had to be in the 
Archives in Washington when I was in the Los Angeles studio to confront him. But 
let him live with that. As you ere aware, have not clubbed him with fetus, for 
I still seek neither villains nor heros, only the truth. But his own record easts 
him in e villain’s role, for his continuing record is consistent in its dishonesty. 

I told you he will, hove to decide whether ha is Jekyll or %be. Hi s failure to 
decide its its own decision, and with that he will h*. v® to live. ?rcra the reports 
reaching me, he in currently engaged in on© of his less honest endeavors. To the &s 
degree that it is within my power, he will reep his due. 



I will continue to writ© of him as 1 here, not vindictively, not singling 
him out for abuse, but on his record alone. Doily learn more of that and its 
significance. The longer bo delays « confrontation with me, which means, really, 
with whet he hss done end whet it means, the more difficult it will be for him, 
the more certain his position in history becomes that of ■ villain and the more 
convincingly it ■ ppears to h-ve b en h!s intent. I f he vents to be so remembered, 
that is his decision. I will not do with him whet he did with others, using 
Inepptein ss his tool. I wil_ not single him out unless his words end conduct 
demand it. He hss his own share of the responsibility, sad it is not honorable 




to seek to saddle him with more. That is in any event more then enough 



B ee-civc whether & is your friend or whether it in your relationship of 
another kind with him that might compromise yon in getting s letter such as this 
and not divulging its contents to him, I a sour you 1 have no objection to it. If 
you .:-»rv his friend, or if you think your relationship with him demands you tell 
him of it, please do so without misgivings, for each of us must do what his 
conscience dictates. More than having nc objection to it, I te 1 you it is only 
his own refund to engage in a dialogue with me, in person* or in writing, that 
has kept me from saying more to bin directly. Ultimately, * have no doubt 1 will, 
for without assistance from me he is .me king hi. own position intolerable. Not a 
single on© of his form or Mcooiote-c hr? behoved as dishonestly es he, hes mis- 
represented as much or hes as entirely disreputably exploited the willingness 
of the press to give him space for ar inteadedly dishonest 'urposes. These are 
serious -occtisetiony, actions tie i:' t Ise. They sr not false, end he will institute 
no action. A challenged him to do so earlier. 



>,11 of us rru'ke mistakes, have, end nature ••en assume none is infallible* 
J esus trusted Judes* didn't he? Each of the members of cos docuaission end of the 
staff once hod a defense eg; inat the monstrous thing each was port of. Those who 
like Liebcler ere most vocal end mom dishonest disoppate this possible defense. 
*ou hove seen whot X did in r never to “pester. Scon, ycu will sue w..st 1 heve den© 



with Liobeler, just on his record. There wsa >t 

wrong .•■•r.d 



time when Liobnler could have said 



merely that bo ve- wrong .-•■nd been bolieved. ' A hose c.f us who knew the fact might 
have wondered if he could have been that in competent end nothing more, but ha 
would have gotten away with it. With th<- present attitude of the press, he still 
might. Before long that dey will he past. 



fool to hpvc trk and 
Phelan is both right and Impartial. 
Ki 



welcome his current attacks on Gsrrisen. fl e is a hysterical 
c ontinu.ed them. lie is c- blind fool to h.-vs ss sunset Thai 
hen J be Ion mast icceu Fsrrie end did not 

both threugh employment end use of Marcello’s 
lawyer, espeei ally because T%fcl*r» himself wrote for the same mapasia© sn expos© of 
Marcello (and because Liebeler had to .have known cf this himself), Phelan rnises 
questions about his own purposes and intentions. Further, .1 ensure you that from 
■what A my" elf i r-v jt-oS in v rleBr-s Iholsn i ■ wrong about .ur.ro one .vfbot ho li on 
told Sclambria. Of oil* the poo ole in the world, 'here is ■*»'•*'»© ’"he con do whet 
he is doing less honorably than -^iebeler, because of ©11 tie people in the world, 
me is more roepcnsible for the existence of what x»ow exists in Orleans 
Lhis also you will scon learn. Of ell xhe wrong things be lid.. 



nc 



then Liebeler. 

and they are many, p-'-rhsps this is the worst cud least defensible. 

?'c\* .. xlesns I had written my o.-n bock on it, an enlerge- 
clud© i/.i Whitewash 1IX. ?3o 1 c©u represent to 
txrd ^zsrzxarevyxR-Ksiweai zsrxssi fc3#x know of : .labeler* s 
vrr, ■ beler will bo r. iey.nl !•?. agr:.i a ' stack if 
ithout dohbt he knoe-* -’.ore, and without doubt 
t. % also will get, more r. ? tent ion ?• ith whet ha 
,;r : r ore hysterical fro 1 vo gratuituouajy r .-.nsult 
r doing tnis before 'srrioon’s c.r-c is .re- 
f Mm. But i an delighted that Liebel&r is 
will kokp cstobl’ sh the truth, Mich is my sole 
-his ie er bus grown longer then in.t-snd.6G ©no ± mu a - tv-W to o .her 
work. X shall not hove time 'to road it, so A hope you can fe- thorn the i ntint •'.'hen 
there is error. X deceit your ioclil, ©specially hnceu-.-e the oileyou price was the 
Altgens picture, which *• get the L to find end make pvc liable and told you bow 
to ?et.' further, eves if you did whrt you or accused of, x am without complaint 
or you'd nave heard fro;,, mt. is lone us you dc what you really believe is right no 
men can properly criticise you for it. But bs certain that y-u 3 re right. 

Sincerely, 
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